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The Reactions of Living Faith to Worldliness

The reaction of living faith to selfish strife (James 4:1-5:12)
A.  The condition manifesting worldliness (James 4:1-6)
1. The description of the condition (James 4:1-3)
a. The questions exposing the source (James 4:1)
b.  The outcome of the condition (James 4:2a)
c.  The reasons for the condition (James 4:2b-3)
2. The rebuke for the condition (James 4:4—6)
a.  The adulterous character of worldliness (James 4:4)
(1)  The question of rebuke (James 4:4a)
(2)  The significance of their attitude (James 4:4b)
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b.  The authoritative message of Scripture (James 4:5a)
c.  Thedivine response to the worldly (James 4:5b—6)
(1)  The yearning of the Spirit (James 4:5b—6a)
(2)  The verification from Scripture (James 4:6b)
B.  The exhortation to the worldly (James 4:7-12)
1. The call to return to God (James 4:7-10)
a. The statement of the basic demand (James 4:7)
(1 Nearness to God (James 4:8a)
(2 Personal cleansing (James 4:8b)
(3 Open repentance (James 4:9)
(4 Godly humility (James 4:10)
2. The injunction against censoriousness (James 4:11-12)
a. The statement of the prohibition (James 4:11a)

b.  The justification for the prohibition (James 4:11b—12)

)
)
)
)

The reaction of living faith to presumptuous planning (4:13-17)

A.  The rebuke of their self-sufficient attitude (James 4:13—14)
1. The delineation of the attitude (James 4:13)
2. The presumption in the attitude (James 4:14)

B.  The indication of the proper attitude (James 4:15)

C.  The evil of their present attitude (James 4:16-17)
1. The evil of their boasting (James 4:16)
2. The sin of their inconsistency (James 4:17) (Hiebert's Commentaries — James)

James 4:1 What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures that wage war in
your members?

Amplified - WHAT LEADS to strife (discord and feuds) and how do conflicts (quarrels and fightings) originate
among you? Do they not arise from your sensual desires that are ever warring in your bodily members?

NET James 4:1 Where do the conflicts and where do the quarrels among you come from? Is it not from this,
from your passions that battle inside you?

GNT James 4:1 I Bev 1 Agpor kot T Bev P you v pv; 0K vieBev, KTV O0OVV PV TV OTPOTEUOY VWV V TO G
H AeoIv pv;

NLT James 4:1 What is causing the quarrels and fights among you? Don't they come from the evil desires at
war within you?

KJV James 4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts
that war in your members?

ESV James 4:1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are
at war within you?

ASV James 4:1 Whence come wars and whence come fightings among you? come they not hence, even of
your pleasures that war in your members?

CSB James 4:1 What is the source of wars and fights among you? Don't they come from the cravings that are
at war within you?

NIV James 4:1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle
within you?
NKJ James 4:1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your desires for

pleasure that war in your members?

NRS James 4:1 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from
your cravings that are at war within you?

YLT James 4:1 Whence are wars and fightings among you? not thence -- out of your passions, that are as
soldiers in your members?
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NAB James 4:1 Where do the wars and where do the conflicts among you come from? Is it not from your
passions that make war within your members?

NJB James 4:1 Where do these wars and battles between yourselves first start? Is it not precisely in the
desires fighting inside your own selves?

GWN James 4:1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Aren't they caused by the selfish desires that
fight to control you?

BBE James 4:1 What is the cause of wars and fighting among you? is it not in your desires which are at war
in your bodies?

= What is the source: Jas 3:14-18

= Is not the source your pleasuresJas 1:14 Ge 4:5-8 Jer 17:9 Mt 15:19 Mk 7:21-23 Joh 8:44 Ro 8:7 1Ti 6:4-10 Tit 3:3 1Pe
1:14 2:11 4:2,3 2Pe 2:18 3:3 1Jn 2:15-17 Jude 1:16-18

= pleasures Jas 4:3

= in your members Ro 7:5,23 Ga 5:17 Col 3:5

= James 4 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

THE CONDITION & CAUSE
OF SELFISH STRIFE

This is the opposite of Tolstoy's great novel "War and Peace," for here James moves from peace to war! What a contrast between
James 3:18+ and James 4:1 (which is probably not the best chapter break) - 'fruit is righteousness is sown inpeace by those
who make peace" is now "quarrels and conflicts™! A veritable antithesis! James has just described the glorious nature and fruit of
wisdom from above and now abruptly transitions to a less than glorious picture of the spirit that was present in the churches in the
diaspora. James begins this section like a doctor because he is aware that the external signs are only symptoms of a deeper issue.
And by asking questions, he quickly diagnoses the heart of the problem which is their heart (which is the problem of ALL of our
hearts)! The doctor must first make the correct diagnosis to offer the correct cure. And remember he is speaking to believers and so
these problems are clearly rearing their ugly head in the churches dispersed abroad (James 1:1+) and he wants to help them
understand how a person grows up to a mature relationship in Christ.

R C H Lenski - The readers have followed the earthly, unspiritual, devilish wisdom. James tells them plainly what kind of people
they have become and calls on them in strong terms to repent. (The Interpretation of The Epistle to the Hebrews and The Epistle of
James)

What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? - Amplified = "WHAT LEADS to strife (discord and feuds) and how do
conflicts (quarrels and fightings) originate among you?" James asks the first of two sharp questions to identify the source of their
strife. In your interpersonal relationships, what is it that brings about conflict and quarrels among you? His second question will
answer the first one. And remember James has been addressing his readers as my brethren (James 3:12+), so he is speaking to
believers in local bodies of Christ that have been dispersed abroad (Jas 1:14+).

Jamieson makes a good point that "The cause of quarrels is often sought in external circumstances, whereas internal lusts are the
true origin."

Barton - At the end of chapter 3, James explains that false wisdom leads to disorder and every evil practice (Jas 3:16), and that
true wisdom results in good fruit (Jas 3:17+) and righteousness (Jas 3:18+). From this poetic description of wisdom expressed in
general terms, James returns to practical application. His readers need to know what wisdom is, but they need even more to live
wisely. Chapter 4 begins with a challenge to behavior that James saw as proof of (ungodly) wisdom—fights and quarrels among
them. (Borrow Life Application Bible Commentary — James)

A T Robertson - This old interrogative adverb (pothen - here twice) asks for the origin of wars and fights. James is full of
interrogatives, like all diatribes. ("A diatribe is a style of teaching in ancient philosophical schools, generally characterized by
rhetorical questions and imaginary interlocutors." - IVP Background Commentary) In Robertson's commentary on James he adds
"This use of question gives life to style and is the mark of a good teacher. Note also the repetition of “whence,” which gives added
piquancy....Basically, ecclesiastical strife does not differ in origin and spirit from wars between nations. Sometimes there is even
more bitterness. Certainly no wars have been fiercer than the so-called “religious” wars of history. It does seem like irony that the
two world wars should have come after so many years of growth of the peace sentiment in the world. "

Lehman Strauss adds "Nations, churches, families and individuals could profit much from a study of these verses. Extirpate the
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cause of wars and fightings and you have settled the disposition of this evil monstrosity." (Borrow James, Your Brother: Studies in
the Epistle of James - page 150)

Jewish Dutch philosopher Baruch Spinoza said "l have often wondered that persons who make boast of professing the Christian
religion—namely love, joy, peace, temperance, and charity to all men—should quarrel with such rancorous animosity, and display
daily towards one another such bitter hatred, that this, rather than the virtues which they profess, is the readiest criteria of their faith."

Quarrels (4171)(polemos gives us English polemics) literally refers to an armed conflict or war (opposite of eirene - peace which
godly wisdom gives - Jas 3:17,18+). It is used here in James 4:1 in a negative figurative sense - strife, quarrels,
conflicts. Robertson says that in James 4:1 "polemos (old word, Matthew 24:6) pictures the chronic state or campaign (.E., A
STATE OF WAR), while maché (also old word, 2 Cor. 7:5) presents the separate conflicts or battles in the war. So James covers the
whole ground by using both words. The origin of a war or of any quarrel is sometimes hard to find, but James touches the sore spot
here." Robertson adds this word "means a state of war and the lasting resentment connected with it."

Polemos - 20x in 16v - battle(4), quarrels(1), war(10), wars(5). Matt. 24:6; Mk. 13:7; Lk. 14:31; Lk. 21:9; 1 Co.
14:8; Heb. 11:34; Jas. 4:1; Rev. 9:7; Rev. 9:9; Rev. 11:7; Rev. 12:7; Rev. 12:17; Rev. 13:7; Rev. 16:14; Rev.
19:19; Rev. 20:8

Polemos in Septuagint - Gen. 14:2,8; Exod. 1:10; 13:17; 15:3; 32:17; Lev. 26:6,36-37; Num. 10:9; 14:3;
20:18; 21:14,33; 31:14,21,36; 32:6,20,27,29-30; Deut. 2:5,9,19,24,32; 3:1; 4:34; 20:1-3,5-7,12,20; 21:10; 24:5;
29:7; Jos. 4:13; 8:14; 10:11,24; 11:18-20; 14:11,15; 22:33; Jdg. 3:1-2,10; 8:13; 20:20,22-23,28,34,39,42;
21:22; 1 Sam. 4:1-2; 7:10; 8:20; 13:5,22; 14:20,22-23,52; 17:1-2,8,47; 19:8; 23:8; 25:28; 26:10; 28:1; 29:4,9;
30:24; 31:3; 2 Sam. 1:4,25; 2:17; 3:1,6,30; 5:24; 10:8-9,13; 11:7,15,18-19,22,25; 18:6,8; 19:3,10; 21:15,17-20;
22:35,40; 23:9; 1 Ki. 2:5; 5:3; 8:44; 12:21; 14:30; 15:7,16; 20:14,18,26,29,39; 22:1,4,6,15,30,34-35; 2 Ki.
3:7,26; 8:28; 9:16; 13:25; 14:7; 16:5; 18:20; 24:16; 25:4; 1 Chr. 5:10,18-20,22; 7:4; 10:3; 11:13;
12:1,8,19,33,35-36; 14:15; 19:9,14; 20:4-6; 22:8; 26:27; 2 Chr. 6:34; 11:1; 13:2-3,14; 14:6,10; 15:19; 16:9;
17:18; 18:3,5,14,29,33-34; 20:1; 22:5; 25:5,13; 26:11-13; 27:7; 28:12; 32:6,8; 35:21; Est. 1:1; Job 5:15,20;
22:10; 33:18; 38:23; 39:25; 41:8; Ps. 18:34,39; 24:8; 27:3; 46:9; 68:30; 76:3; 78:9; 89:43; 140:2,7; 144:1; Prov.
21:31; 24:6; Eccl. 3:8; 8:8; 9:11,18; Cant. 3:8; Isa. 21:15; 22:2; 42:13,25; 46:2; Jer. 4:19; 6:4,23; 18:21; 28:8;
41:16; 42:14; 46:3; 49:2,14; 50:22,42; 51:20; Ezek. 7:15; 17:17; Dan. 7:8,21; 9:25-26; 11:20,25; Hos. 1:7;
2:18; 10:9,14; Joel 2:5; 3:9; Amos 1:14; Obad. 1:1; Mic. 2:8; 3:5; Zech. 10:3,5; 14:2-3

Conflicts (disputes)(3163)(mache from machomai = to fight - this word is used for physical combat, especially military) when used
literally refers to physical combat or a contest fought with weapons = battle, conflict, fight. The idea is a serious clash or conflict, and
can be either physical or non-physical. It pictures violent personal relationships. It is used only figuratively in the NT and is always in

the plural referring to battles fought with words not weapons (although the tongue can certainly be a vicious weapon of sorts! James
3:8+), thus "word battles," disputes, quarrels, strifes, contentions ( 2 Cor 7:5; 2 Ti 2:23; Titus 3:9; Jas 4:1).Mache gives us our
English word logomachy which describes arguments about words or the meaning of words.Robertson says mache in this context
"refers to battles or outbursts of passion which occur during a state of war."

Dan McCartney - The word polemos refers to larger military engagements (battles or wars), whereasmache typically refers to
engagements between individuals or smaller groups (fights, contests). A sword fight between two individuals is a mache; an
engagement of two armies, or even a full-scale war, is a polemos. The use of both terms may indicate that conflict in the churches
involves both individual animosities and party antipathy. (BECNT)

Guzik makes an interesting statement that "Almost all who have such a critical and contentious attitude claim they are prompted and
supported by the Spirit of God. James makes it clear that this contentious manner comes from your desires. “lIt is self-evident that
the Spirit of God does not create desire which issues in envying.” (Morgan)" (James 4 Commentary)

Robertson on among you - James does not, of course, here refer to wars between nations but to the factional bickerings in the
churches, the personal wrangles that embitter church life. “Among you,” he adds, to drive the question home. (Commentary)

Michael Andrus - Notice that James doesn't ask whether there are fights and quarrels among us—he assumes it. As | have already
indicated, | believe some fights and quarrels in the church are legitimate and justified. It is clear that "peace at any price" is not a
biblical concept. James, however, is clearly concerned about the kind of arguments and conflicts that cannot be justified. That is,
they cannot be ascribed to righteous zeal but rather to selfish ambition. The fact of the matter is that most fights and quarrels in
church are not legitimate or justified. In his book, The Unity Factor, my friend and fellow Free Church pastor, Larry Osborne asserts
that "the fiercest battles in our churches are seldom fought over theology. More often, they are fought over change, sometimes even
the slightest change." They are also fought over personalities, over music preferences, over leadership style, over Roberts' Rules of
Order, and over injured feelings. Why? James offers an interesting insight here in the first verse. It is that believers are often at war
with one another because . . . Believers are at war with themselves. (Sermon - Pdf)
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Perhaps it was this section of James which prompted someone to records this little (all too true) ditty...

To dwell above with saints we love,
That will be grace and glory.

To live below with saints we know;
That's another story!

OUR PLEASURES CARRY ON
A CONTINUAL "MILITARY CAMPAIGN™!

Is not the source your pleasures(hedone) that wage war (strateuomai - present tense - continually) in your members
(melos)? - CSB = "Don't they come from the cravings that are at war within you?" NIV = "Don't they come from your desires that
battle within you?" NET = "Is it not from this, from your passions that battle inside you?" This is rhetorical and expects a "Yes, you
are correct James." So James answers his own question before they can wax eloquent (making excuses, rationalizing, etc - we
never do that do we?)! His "diagnosis” is that the strife going on externally between saints (brethren Jas 4:11+) is a reflection of the
war going on internally, in their hearts. They sought to selfishly satisfy their base, carnal inner cravings! Once again James simply
validates what his half-brother Jesus had taught declaring “But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and
those defile the man., for out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders." (Mt
15:18, 19, cf Mk 7:21-23)

Selfish Passions
Cause Strife

The source your pleasures is more literally "out of" your sinful, sensual lusts, depicting the inner desire to get something that one
does not possess and yet greatly desires to possess.

THOUGHT - Mark it down that selfishness will always destroy peace. Think of how this principle impacts so
many marriages in our day! There is only one solution and it is to kill sin before it kills your marriage. In Ro
8:13 Paul says "if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live (AND SO WILL
YOUR MARRIAGE BELOVED!)" Again Paul gives us the ONLY effective antidote to our continual tendency
toward selfishness - "But | say, walk (present imperative/ See discussion of the Need for the Holy Spirit to
obey NT commands - Beloved, let's be honest - we need the Spirit to give us the desire to even want to walk
by the Him!!l) by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. For the flesh sets its desire
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may
not do the things that you please. Gal 5:16-17+) (See lllustration below).

How can you know if you are in the flesh or in the Spirit? Here's a short checklist - Are you conscious of a
secret spirit of pride? because of your natural gifts and abilities, love of human praise, a secret fondness
to be noticed, love of supremacy, a touchy, sensitive spirit, a disposition to resent and retaliate when you
are reproved of or contradicted, self-will, a stubborn unteachable spirit, harsh, sarcastic expressions, an
arguing, talkative spirit, an unyielding, headstrong disposition, a disposition to criticize and pick flaws, a
peevish, fretful spirit, an unpleasant sensation in view of the great prosperity and success of somebody
else, a disposition to speak of the faults and failings rather than the gifts and virtues of those more
talented and appreciated than yourself, given to exaggeration, etc, etc

Don Anderson - It's those passionate, earthly, natural, selfish, carnal desires. When you turn it over and the controls are taken by
yourself rather than the Lord, that old nature rises to the surface and it acts in this way, totally contrary to the agenda and the
program the Lord has in making you more Christlike. (James 5:1-6 )

The statement that wage war in your members suggests that the primary site of the war is internal, but while this is true, that is not
what James is addressing, for his focus is on individuals continually at "war" (with words) with each other. The internal source feeds
the external strife.

Hiebert says this was "evidence that they are being governed by the spirit of worldliness." (Hiebert's Commentaries — James)

One is reminded of Peter's exhortation to the saints "Beloved, | urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain &pecho = push away
from, put some space so to speak, in the present tense only possible as we rely on the Holy Spirit to empower us! cf use in Acts
15:20, 29+, 1 Th 4:3+) from fleshly lusts which (continually - present tense) wage war (strateuomai - same verb used by James)
against the soul. (1 Peter 2:11+)
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Vincent points out that "The sinful pleasures are the outgrowths of the lusts, James 4:2."

Tryon Edwards - Sinful and forbidden pleasures are like poisoned bread; they may satisfy appetite for the moment, but there is
death in them at the end.

John Foster - The difference between false pleasure and true is just this: for the true, the price is paid before you enjoy it; for the
false, after you enjoy it.

Joseph Hall - There is no earthly pleasure whereof we may notsurfeit (satiate); of the spiritual we can never have enough.

Thomas Manton - All sins are rooted in love of pleasure. Therefore be watchful. All the pleasure that wicked men have is upon
earth; here, and nowhere else.(ED: Or one could say it this way - for unsaved men this is as "good" as it gets, but for saved this
short time is as bad as it gets.).

Thomas Manton - God allows us to use pleasures, but not to live in them; to take delights, but not that they should take us.

J. I. Packer - Pleasure seeking, as we learn from experience, is a barren business; happiness is never found until we have the
grace to stop looking for it and to give our attention to persons and matters external to ourselves.

A. W. Tozer has a pithy (as usual) quote - That this world is a play-ground instead of a battle-field has now been accepted in
practice by the vast majority of fundamentalist Christians.

Thomas Watson - Soft pleasures harden the heart. (INTERESTING!)

The hardest victory is victory over self.
(Can I hear an "Amen?")
--Anonymous

Pleasures is our English word hedonism which is the pursuit of pleasure as a matter of ethical principle. It says that pleasure is the
main goal in life, like the commercial that says "You only go around once. Grab for all the gusto you can!" The Greek word
(below) hedone is the root of our English hedonism, which is the doctrine that pleasure or happiness is the sole or chief good in
life, and is manifest as an insatiable pursuit of self-satisfaction that so characterizes our modern society.

Pleasures (also in Jas 4:3)(2237)(hedone from hedos = delight, enjoyment > hedomai = have sensual pleasure) describes the
state or condition of experiencing pleasure for any reason and thus speaks of gratification and enjoyment. Feelings that please self
and selfish desires. Although the word has a strong philosophical flavor (GPT, 75-78; TDNT), it is to be taken here in a practical and
bad sense. Ancient hedonism expressed itself in two ways: the cruder form was that proposed by Aristippus and the early
Cyrenaics, who believed that pleasure was achieved by the complete gratification of all one’s sensual desires! In contrast, Epicurus’
school, though accepting the primacy of pleasure, tended to equate it with the absence of pain and taught that it could best be
attained through the rational control of one’s desires. In either case it was focused on SELF! In the NT hedone is used only in a bad
sense, referring to indulgence and lack of control of natural appetites (sensual) pleasure.

HEDONE - 5x - Lk. 8:14+; Titus 3:3+; Jas. 4:1; Jas. 4:3; 2 Pet. 2:13+.

Vincent - The thought of wars and fightings is carried into the figurative description of the sensuality which arrays its forces and
carries on its campaign in the members. The verb does not imply mere fighting, but all that is included in military service.

Barclay on wage war - “He does not mean that they war within a man — although that is also true — but that they set men warring
against each other.” (James 5 Commentary)

Wage war (4754)(strateuomai from strategos = army, stratos = an encamped army) means literally to perform military service,
serve as a soldier in the army, go to fight, carry on a military campaign, make a military expedition, lead soldiers to war or to
battle. Strateuomai is used figuratively in this verse (and 1 Pe 2:11+) of spiritual battles, the picture being one of actively carrying
on a campaign with the implication of battles planned and orchestrated by the indwelling flesh, the evil disposition all mankind
inherited from Adam and which is still "latent” even in believers. Note the use of strateuomai in the present tense which indicates that
the spiritual campaign spearheaded by fleshly lusts against our souls is a continual struggle we can expect to engage in until the
day we see our Commander in Chief, the Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, it is analogous to what Paul wrote in Galatians "For the flesh
sets its desire (present tense) against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition (present tense) to one
another, so that you may not do the things that you please." (Gal 5:17+)

Vincent adds that "The thought of wars and fightings is carried into the figurative description of the sensuality which arrays its forces
and carries on its campaign in the members. The verb does not imply mere fighting, but all that is included in military service. A
remarkable parallel occurs in Plato, “Phaedo,” 66: “For whence come wars and fightings and factions? Whence but from the body
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and the lusts of the body?”

While "members" does not refer to "members" of the congregation, there is a sense in which it does because there were problems
in the members of the members of the local body!

Members (3196)(melos) refers to a limb or member of the body and in the plural (and in thecontext of the present verse) refers to
the members of body as the seat of the desires and passions. In James 3:5+ melos is singular (most of us have only one tongue,
although some of us to often speak with a "forked tongue!") In the plural melos was used to describe the members of the body as
the seat of the desires and passions (Ro 6:13, 19; Ro 7:5, 23; 1 Cor. 6:15; Col. 3:5; James 4:1).

Nieboer writes: "So the real trouble was self-pleasing and self-love. Herod got into trouble because of the love of pleasure (Mark
6:14-29); Judas, because of the love of money (Mark 14:10, 11); Hezekiah, because of the love of display (2 Kings 20:12-18);
Adoni-bezek, because of the love of power (Judges 1:5-7+); and Diotrophes, because of the love of preeminence (3 John 9, 10)." A

Practical Exposition Of The Epistle Of James Verse by Verse)

In our day an insatiable thirst for pleasure
is destroying our thirst for the things of God.
-- Lehman Strauss

Lehman Strauss - The conflict, says the Apostle, is "in your members," the lusts creating the conflict being part of the Old Nature.
"The old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts" is at war with "the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness" (Eph. 4:22+, Eph 4:24+). In writing to the Galatians, Paul speaks of this same war with different
words: "For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye
cannot do the things that ye would" (Gal. 5:17+). If we yield our members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin instead of
yielding ourselves unto God (Ro 6:13+), there will be unrest and turbulence within and without; hence the exhortation to "present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God." (Ro 12:14+). In our day an insatiable thirst for pleasure is destroying our
thirst for the things of God, and these sinful, selfish gratifications are responsible for the strife among Christians, all the while warring
against the soul (1 Pet. 2:11+). Desires of a good sort are commendable, but desires after the gratification of the flesh and
the world disturb the peace of your life as well as the lives of others." (Borrow James. Your Brother: Studies in the Epistle of
James - page 150)

Bruce Barton comments that James "doesn't waste time saying that these conflicts should not occur. When they do happen, are we
wise enough to understand why? Do we know their source? Fortunately, most of us have experienced the conflicts that James
describes as temporary struggles in local churches. When handled correctly, with godly wisdom, they can lead to growth. Sadly,
however, some churches become permanent battlegrounds. New believers find themselves in a cross fire of arguments,
resentments, and power struggles that may carry a veneer of spiritual truth, but are more often simply personal conflicts between
people. In the process, innocent bystanders are sometimes deeply wounded.Many of us know people who have been alienated from
the church because of a conflict that had nothing to do with the gospel. These battles and the issues at stake remind us of Jesus'
words concerning people with twisted religious priorities: "But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it
would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea" (Matthew 18:1-
9; Luke 11:37-54). (Borrow Life Application Bible Commentary — James)

IEEUSTRATIONIOF THE BATTLE OF THE FLESH AND SPIRIT - Pastor Tim Brown tells this story. Listen to this: Some time ago, |
was having lunch in McDonald’s with my daughter and mother-in-law. We were enjoying a pleasant conversation when a man, with
his wife and children, plopped down at a nearby table. The man was someone who in the past had hurt me very deeply. We faked
pleasantries and exchanged hellos, but | could feel my blood begin to boil at the thought of what he had done to me. This person
had wounded me badly, and | was surprised about how much hurt | still felt. My family and | gobbled down our food and on the way
out of the restaurant | overheard “my enemy” and his arguing because neither had any money to purchase the food they had
ordered. Their three kids were screaming for their Happy Meals. The couple was embarrassed. My first thought was, Praise God,
there is justice in this world. He deserves every bit of embarrassment he’s feeling, and I'm so glad | got to see this. Suddenly God
spoke to me through the text | had read that morning. “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of
everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room
for God'’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; | will repay, says the Lord. On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him something to drink” (Romans 12:17-20). God was saying to me: Here’s your chance to be set free of your
pain and overcome your hurt. | knew | had a choice either to obey or bask in my bitterness. Somewhat reluctantly | reached into my
wallet, pulled out $20, and gave it to this man who had been my enemy. “Have lunch on me,” | said with tears in my eyes.

IEEUSTRATIONIFROM CHARLES SWINDOLL - Ever eat grass? In the neighborhood where | grew up, that was the standard
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punishment for anybody who lost a fight. Victor and spectators jeered and howled while the vanquished grazed. Then we would all
go play again—until the next fight. You probably had your own unwritten protocol that integrated fighting into the fabric of adolescent
subculture. Our cycle of “fighting, eating grass, playing, fighting, eating grass, playing” sure sounds silly, doesn'’t it? And it was. | just
wish we had grown out of it by our adult years. No, we don’t eat grass anymore, but we still seem to work fighting into our lives.
Fighting comes naturally to most people, especially men. Why? Because we’re each born with a scrappy nature that prefers going
for the jugular instead of giving in. It all started after the Fall (Gen. 3). The first fight between Cain and Abel ended in murder (Gen.
4:1-8). Since then, we can chart history easily by its conflicts and wars. It isn’t surprising, then, that James addresses the cycle of
conflicts among Christians. Worshiping, fighting, praying, worshiping, fighting, praying—it was the same two thousand years ago as
it is today. That’s the problem James addresses in 4:1-10. (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary — James. 1 & 2
Peter - You can borrow his related study guide James : practical and authentic living : Bible study guide)

IEBUSTRATIONI- A father heard a commotion in his yard and looked outside to see his daughter and several playmates in a heated
quarrel. When he reprimanded her, his daughter responded, "We're just playing church!" Actually, that's not too hard a scenario to
believe when you think about all the conflict that plagues the average church. (Michael Andrus - see his sermon for two interesting

personal examples of church conflicts)

James 4:2 You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.
You do not have because you do not ask.

Amplified - You are jealous and covet [what others have] and your desires go unfulfilled; [so] you become
murderers. [To hate is to murder as far as your hearts are concerned.] You burn with envy and anger and are
not able to obtain [the gratification, the contentment, and the happiness that you seek], so you fight and war.
You do not have, because you do not ask.

NET James 4:2 You desire and you do not have; you murder and envy and you cannot obtain; you quarrel and
fight. You do not have because you do not ask;

GNT James 4:2 mBupe Te KX O K XETE, POVE €T K& (nAo Te KX 0 O vaaBe TIITUXE v, P Xe00E K& TTOAEPE TE,
OK XeTedl T Y axTe 0O Y G,

NLT James 4:2 You want what you don't have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others
have, but you can't get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don't have what you
want because you don't ask God for it.

KJV James 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye
have not, because ye ask not.

ESV James 4:2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.

ASV James 4:2 Ye lust, and have not: ye Kill, and covet, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war; ye have not,
because ye ask not.

CSB James 4:2 You desire and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. You
do not have because you do not ask.

NIV James 4:2 You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want.
You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God.

NKJ James 4:2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet
you do not have because you do not ask.

NRS James 4:2 You want something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and
cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask.

YLT James 4:2 ye desire, and ye have not; ye murder, and are zealous, and are not able to attain; ye fight and
war, and ye have not, because of your not asking;

NAB James 4:2 You covet but do not possess. You kill and envy but you cannot obtain; you fight and wage
war. You do not possess because you do not ask.

NJB James 4:2 You want something and you lack it; so you kill. You have an ambition that you cannot satisfy;
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so you fight to get your way by force. It is because you do not pray that you do not receive;

GWN James 4:2 You want what you don't have, so you commit murder. You're determined to have things, but
you can't get what you want. You quarrel and fight. You don't have the things you want, because you don't pray
for them.

BBE James 4:2 You are burning with desire, and have not your desire, so you put men to death; you are full of
envy, and you are not able to get your desire, so you are fighting and making war; you have not your desire,
because you do not make request for it.

=« You lust and do not have: Jas 5:1-5 Pr 1:19 Ec 4:8 Hab 2:5 1Ti 6:9-10
= because you do not ask.: Jas 1:5Isa 7:12 Mt 7:7,8 Lu 11:9-13 Joh 4:10 John 16:24
= James 4 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

1 Timothy 6:9-10+ But those who want to get rich (LUSTS) fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish
and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts
of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
griefs.

Romans 7:7-8 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, | would not have
come to know sin except through the Law; for | would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said,
“YOU SHALL NOT COVET.” 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting
of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.

1 John 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of
life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.

Proverbs 27:20 Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, Nor are the eyes of man ever satisfied.

DANGERS OF FORBIDDEN
DESIRE AND ENVY

In the previous passage James asked two questions (the second one was rhetorical) and now proceeds to address them. James
exposes the root cause of conflict which is not external pressures, but internal passions. Beneath wars and quarrels lies a restless
craving for self-satisfaction (self...self...self) that never brings peace. The apostle now unmasks the evil desires that wage war in our
members, showing that unfulfilled longing leads to frustration, strife, and even murder. At its core, this verse is a spiritual diagnosis
of one's heart. The idea is that covetous hearts breed contention and prayerlessness. Instead of humbly asking God, we attempt to
seize what only He can rightly give. James contrasts self-driven grasping with God-dependent asking, a sobering reminder that the
source of every good thing is not our striving but His grace (cf. James 1:17).

You lust (epithumeo) and do not have - You lust, desire strongly, set your heart on or covet, usually what others have and always
what the fallen flesh wants. NLT says "You want what you don't have." Lustis in the present tense (plural - all his readers)
describing this as their continual practice, and the active voice shows they were making a volitional choice to do this - they were not
coerced and could not say the "devil made me do it!" Their fallen flesh urged them on to lust! Do not have basically means your
sinful, selfish desires go unfulfilled, ungratified. You lust and do not have The phrase depicts the futility of self-centered desire apart
from God. It illustrates the principle that sin always promises fulfillment but delivers emptiness. The believer’s life is meant to be one
of dependence (asking), not demanding (lusting). Unchecked desires become spiritual adultery (James 4:4), leading one away from
fellowship with God.

THOUGHT - How often our frustrations trace back to misplaced desires—mere shortcuts to true satisfaction.
We crave pleasure without purity, success without submission, and blessing without obedience. Yet the soul’s
hunger can only be filled by the Giver, never by His gifts.

Michael Andrus asks "What are some of those frustrated desires? Let's name a few: power and influence certainly qualify. Some
people desperately desire to be power brokers in the church; they want to be in on the decision-making, and if those desires get
frustrated they can cause a lot of trouble. One man | knew expressed real anger to me that he had never been elected to the Elder
Board in our church in St. Louis. It seems to me that an argument could be made that the very presence of such an attitude would
disqualify him from serving as an Elder. Even good things can lead to frustrated desires. A person may wish to sing solos but isn't
asked; or to teach an adult Bible study, but people don't respond; or to build friendships but people don't seem to return their


https://www.preceptaustin.org/james_4_resources
https://www.preceptaustin.org/greek_quick_reference_guide#present
https://www.preceptaustin.org/greek_quick_reference_guide#active

hospitality. If such disappointments are not handled properly such people can generate a spirit of contention. And that's seems to be
happening to James' parishioners. Let's face it, friends. Believers are often at war with each other because they are at war with
themselves. (Sermon)

As Matthew Henry said "Natural desires are at rest when that which is desired is obtained, but corrupt desires are insatiable.
Nature is content with little, grace with less, but lust with nothing....Our desires must not only be offered up to God, but they must all
terminate in Him, desiring nothing more than God, but still more and more of Him." (Read Mt 6:33+, Ps 37:4)

Note - John MacArthur (who | respect immensely) says on James 4:2-3 that "the asking is done or not done by those who do not
belong to God and have no part in Him." | am not sure how he arrives at this interpretation and do not agree with it and it seems
neither do most other commentators as for example

Yet this language is very much in keeping with the situation described in James 3:1-12, 14-16, that is, the
atmosphere of conflict and infighting in the church. The language makes a great deal of sense as describing
the serious discord in the community. (Grant Osborne - Cornerstone Biblical Commentary)

Two rhetorical questions try to locate the source of struggles andfights among Christians. (Max Anders
- Holman New Testament Commentary)

James here dealt with the source of the hostility which existed among some Christians. (Gilbrant - Complete
Biblical Library Commentary - The Complete Biblical Library — Hebrews-Jude)

This picture of open quarrels and bitter disputes among the readers of this letter at once dissipates any view
that apostolic churches were ideal churches. Compare the conditions in the Corinthian church. (Hiebert's
Commentaries — James)

Throughout his letter, he’s addressing Jewish Christian believers (James 3:1; 4:11). This section reveals that

they are obviously having problems getting along. (Swindoll's Living Insights New Testament Commentary —
James, 1 & 2 Peter)

Believers are at war with each other...It is that believers are often at war with one another because....Believers
are at war with themselves. (James 4:1-3) (Michael Andrus)

James had already explained that we are each responsible and cannot blame God writing

"Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He
Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away (FIRST "THE LOOK") and
enticed (THEN "THE LURE") by his own lust ("THE SINFUL DESIRES" - epithumia). Then when lust has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my
beloved brethren." (James 1:13-164+)

THOUGHT - As discussed above the "lusts of the flesh” in 1 Peter 2:11+ where Peter exhorts believers
to "abstain from fleshly lusts," which while not a command per se is an action only possible as we rely on

the Holy Spirit to obey!

Lust (covet, desire) (1937)(epithumeo from epi = upon, used intensively + thumoés = passion; epithumia) means literally to fix the
desire upon (object could be good or morally neutral [Mt 13:17, Lk 22:15 used of Jesus] or morally evil [1Co 10:6]). The cravings
which God has placed in the human body in themselves are not sinful; they are God-given and essential for continuance of life here
on earth. Lusts occur in our mind (and heart - see Mt 5:28+, Ro 1:24+) and are not physical actions per se although they may (and
frequently do) lead to physical actions. But they readily become sinful when used for illegitimate (ungodly) ends. And so
epithumeo means to have a strong desire to do or secure something, to desire greatly, to long for. And remember thatdesires lead
to deeds, appetites lead to actions. Note also that the preposition epi- can express motion toward or upon and thus one lexicon
defines it as to set one's heart upon (something or someone)! In sum, epithumeo describes a strong impulse toward something so
that one's passions or affections are directed toward an object, thing or person. In the evil sense, epithumeo denotes a desire that
becomes so strong that it takes control of the person, even though it is the desire for something forbidden or beyond one’s proper
reach. Lust is like rot in the bones. This is the desire that dominates rather than serves, passion out of proportion to reason or
righteousness. Lust denotes the varied cravings of fallen human nature pursued in the interest of self in self-sufficient
independence from God. One writer says lust describes setting one's heart upon something not granted, and the result of this evil
desire is murderous resentment. In James 4:2 epithumeo is in the present tense which shows that they have the habit of passionate
craving, an ever-unsatisfied hunger of self-centered desire.

POSB - Note that desire, lust, a yearning passion for is not always evil. In verse 5 the Spirit “lusts to envy.” In Luke 22:15 Christ
desires (yearns) to eat the passover with the apostles. What is it that distinguishes a good desire from an evil desire? At least two
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major things. (Borrow The Preacher's outline & sermon Bible)

Vine adds that lust "describes the inner motions of the soul, the natural tendency of men in their fallen estate toward things evil and
toward things forbidden."

A W Pink writes that worldly lusts "are those affections and appetites which dominate and regulate the man of the world. It is the
heart craving worldly objects, pleasures, honors, riches. It is an undue absorption with those things which serve only a temporary
purpose and use. "Worldly lusts" cause the things of Heaven to be crowded out by the interests and concerns of earth. This may be
done by things which are quite lawful in themselves—but through an immoderate use they gain possession of the heart. "Worldly
lusts" are "the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life" (1 John 2:164+). (Grace Preparing for Glory)

Jamieson explains that the lusts of the flesh "is the lust which has its seat and source in our lower animal nature. Satan tried this
temptation the first on Christ: Lk 4:3+, “Command this stone that it be made bread.” Youth is especially liable to fleshly lusts (2 Ti
2:22+). (1John 2 Commentary)

A wise man will desire no more than he may get justly, use soberly, distribute cheerfully and leave contentedly.

Thomas Brooks nails us all with this quote -- "A little will satisfy nature; less will satisfy grace; nothing will satisfy men'slusts.”
Thomas Manton - Carnal desire is a gulf that is never filled up.

Josh McDowell - Love can wait to give; it is lust that can’t wait to get.

A. R. Fausset - Lust and lucre follow one another as closely akin, both seducing the heart from the Creator to the creature.
Thomas Fuller - Our eyes, when gazing on sinful objects, are out of their calling and God'’s keeping.

Oswald Chambers rightly warned that "We cannot think anything without the thought having its consequence." (Shade of His Hand)

Oswald Chambers also said that "Love can wait and worship endlessly; lust says, "I must have it at once.
convicted as | am?)

(Woe! Are you as

The Ten Commandments clearly addressed the problem of looking and desiring "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you
shall not covet (chamad = desire, take pleasure in;Lxx = epithumeo the same verb Jesus used in Mt 5:28+ = to set one's heart
upon and so to have a strong impulse in this context in a bad sense toward) your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female
servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor. (Exodus 20:17+, cp Dt 5:21+)

We can't afford to play with fire
Nor tempt a serpent's bite;

We can't afford to think that sin
Brings any true delight.

-- Anon.

Paul reminds us this battle with the lusts of our flesh is one that believers will wage every day (another reason you daily need
spiritual sustenance [Lk 4:4+, Mt 4:4, cf Dt 8:2-3+, cf Jn 17:17+] and spiritual preparation - "Put on {aorist imperative see our need to
depend on the Holy Spirit to obey} the full armor" [Eph 6:10-18+] not just one piece or you will be vulnerable!)-- it is a battle we

cannot win on our own but only as we begin each morning surrendering our will to the sweet, perfect will of the all-powerful Holy
Spirit of God (present your sacrifice in the morning - Ro 12:1-2+)! Why... (see the "for" = a term of explanation).

(Gal 5:17+) For the flesh sets its desire (present tense = continually!) against the Spirit, and the Spirit against
the flesh; for (another term of explanation!) these are in opposition to one another, so that (anotherterm of
explanation!) you may not do the things that you please. See Galatians 5:16+ for the ONLY WAY to defeat the
incredible power of the lusts of our flesh!)

(Gal 5:24+) Now those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

THOUGHT- These fundamental desires of life are the steam in the boiler that makes the machinery go.
Turn off the steam and you have no power. Let the steam go its own way and you have destruction. The
secret is in constant control. These desires must be our servants and not our masters; and this we can do
through Jesus Christ. (Wiersbe - Bible Exposition Commentary)

Hiebert notes that the "degeneration in the meaning of the term (epithumia from God given desires to perverted desires) is a
revealing commentary on human nature. Left to himself, instead of gaining mastery over his base desires and steadfastly adhering
to the good, the individual is characteristically overcome by his evil cravings, so that they become the dominating force of his life."
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(1 Peter. Page 94. Moody)

One can imagine James' readers when they came to this charge of 'murder!" Clearly James was trying to startle and awaken in his
readers an understanding (and admission) of the depth of evil when one has hatred toward another person.

You are jealous and covet [what others have] and your desires go unfulfilled; [so] you become murderers. [To hate is to murder as
far as your hearts are concerned.] You burn with envy and anger and are not able to obtain [the gratification, the contentment, and
the happiness that you seek], so you fight and war. You do not have, because you do not ask.

[So] you commit murder (phroneuo) - So is added by NASB. Notice how short the journey is from desire to death! Is James
describing literal murder? Although there is a natural tendency to soften the word and make it figurative, it is difficult to avoid the fact
that murder does happen in the church. | was going to a church in which the head elder murdered his wife, a well known teacher in
the church. The cause of death was listed as bludgeoned with a galvanized steel pipe and then stabbed multiple times. Investigators
found evidence of staging: e.g., the piano bench behind her, the angle of the body, a sheet of music overturned, and the location of
the wounds all suggested the scene had been manipulated. The elder had a hidden motive of an an extramarital affair, about which
his wife apparently had grown suspicious in the months prior to her death. Everyone in the church was shocked, yours truly included,
but it seems that almost 2000 years earlier the apostle James warned that such a horrible crime (PS: The elder received a prison
sentence of 32 years but far worse, the honor of the Lord Jesus Christ was sullied. To do not be deceived. Anyone that falls prey to
the powerful lusts of the flesh can carry out the same crime! As an aside when you are ensnared in sin as was this elder, you
basically are "out of your mind!" That's the power of our fallen flesh!

That said, below | have a number of commentaries that favor literal interpretation and several that favor non-literal interpretation.
While my initial commentary favored non-literal, | now strongly favor a literal interpretation (when | wrote the notes before | have
completely forgotten about the murder that occurred in my own church!)

FOLLOWING DO INTERPRET
MURDER LITERALLY

R V G Tasker on murder (ye kill) - The second difficulty lies in the wordsye kill, which appear strange when followed immediately
by and desire—for these would appear to create an inversion of the thought underlying the passage. It will be best to consider this
difficulty first. “The words ye kill are found in all existing Greek manuscripts and ancient versions. In spite of this, Erasmus found the
difficulty of interpretation insuperable, for he assumed that the reference was to the perpetration of murder as an existing fact in the
Christian communities known to the author. He therefore suggested the emendation ‘Ye envy’. The two verbs in Greek meaning
‘murder’, phoneuete, and ‘envy’, phthonerte, are not sufficiently dissimilar for any assumption that such a change between them
could not have taken place in the course of textual transmission; and it is interesting to notice that in 1 Pet. ii. 1 the fourth-century
Codex Vaticanus confuses the cognate nouns and reads ‘murders’ for ‘envyings’. The text of the New Testament has, however, been
so well preserved that resort to emendation should not be made. This particular emendation commended itself nevertheless to
Tyndale, who translated ‘Ye envy and have indignation and cannot obtain’, and to Calvin and others, including in our day James
Moffatt. There is, however, no overwhelming difficulty in the words ye kill, provided that the punctuation is adopted which was
suggested by Westcott and Hort in the margin of their Greek Testament published in 1881, and has commended itself increasingly to
modern translators and commentators. The nature and significance of this revised punctuation can perhaps best be seen in the
translation of the r.s.v. “You desire and do not have; so you kill. And you covet and cannot obtain; so you fight and wage war.” Here
we have a genuine parallelism in spite of the presence of ‘and’ before ‘you covet’; and the consequences to which thwarted
desire and unsatisfied covetousness lead are clearly brought out. Though each clause is in the nature of a statement, the verbs
being in the indicative, the sentences are virtually conditional. ‘If you desire . . . the result is you kill. And if you covet . . . the result is
you fight and wage war. James, we must not forget, is writing a general Epistle, and is not necessarily contemplating either here, or
elsewhere, the circumstances actually existing in a particular Christian community known to him. He is rather underlining what can
happen-and does happen in human life when men choose pleasure to the exclusion of God: Under such circumstances, as the
history of humanity from the days of Cain to the present time makes abundantly clear, the laws of God are disregarded;
and pleasure, given full rein, takes control of the situation and often sweeps its victims on to murder. The story of Naboth'’s
vineyard (See 1Ki 21:1-29+) is the classic example in the Old Testament of the mighty power of covetousness and of the end to
which it can lead." (BORROW The general Epistle of James : an introduction and commentary)

It is simplest to take ‘murder’ straightforwardly and to regard it
as that extreme to which frustrated desire, if not checked, may lead

Douglas Moo on murder asks "is James seriously accusing his readers of murder? Indeed, it has been asserted that he is doing
just that. Some recent Jewish-Christian converts among James’ readers, it is alleged, may have been members of the radical Jewish
Zealot movement, which advocated assassination of prominent Romans and their collaborators as a policy of terror. Perhaps James
must warn them that such practices are totally incompatible with their new faith.22 While such a scenario is not impossible, granted
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the sociopolitical situation in Palestine in James’ day, it does not square well with James’ clear indication that the problems he
addresses were within the church (cf. ‘among you’ in 3:13; 4:1). More popular has been the suggestion that phoneuete (you kill) be
emended to phthoneite (‘you are envious’), but there is no textual justification for the change. Others suggest that ‘murder’ may
connote attitude rather than action: ‘you are murderously jealous’ (Phillips; cf. Matt. 5:21-26; 1 John 2:15). However, in the light of
the tradition we have cited, it is simplest to take ‘murder’ straightforwardly and to regard it as that extreme to which frustrated desire,
if not checked, may lead.23 Things have not yet gone this far among James’ readers. But ‘fightings’ and ‘wars’ are already in
evidence among them; and, if covetous zeal goes unrestrained, the danger of actual violence is real. With penetrating insight, then,
James provides us with a powerful analysis of human conflict. Verbal argument, private violence or national conflict—the cause of
them all can be traced back to the frustrated desire to want more than we have, to be envious of and covet what others have,

whether it be their position or their possessions. (See The Letter of James: An Introduction and Commentary - Page 141)

Some have dismissed this as an error or, more commonly,
have seen it as a metaphorical statement.
But there is no compelling evidence for either view.

R Kent Hughes on murder - Having established that the root of fighting is the pursuit of pleasure, James proceeds to introduce its
miserable pathology in verse 2a: “You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You
quarrel and fight.” This is a jarring indictment, to say the least, because James says of the church “you kill.” This is shocking! Some
have dismissed this as an error or, more commonly, have seen it as a metaphorical statement. But there is no compelling evidence
for either view.10 Moreover, the case of King David’s murder of Uriah the Hittite is almost a letter-for-letter acting out of what we have
here, as the New American Standard Bible better puts it: “You lust and do not have; so you commit murder” (see also NEB and
GNB).11 Very likely something like this had happened in one of the churches, scandalizing everyone and bringing disgrace on the
name of Christ. Whatever the exact case, Christians were brought to terrible lows in their frustrated pursuits of pleasure and became
homicidal in heart (cf. Matthew 5:21, 22). Murder went to church and grinned fraternally at its brothers and sisters. How degenerating
are the effects of “pleasure first” upon the Body of Christ. (See James: Faith That Works)

Ralph Martin - While James’ community may have not yet experienced and engaged in literal murder on a mass scale, the
contingency is a very real one and must be warned against.....“You kill out of jealousy” explains why the horrible crime of murder is
to be construed as literal. Yet despite such killing, the perpetrators of heinous crimes still do not have what they desire. (See James

Volume 48 - Page 146)

Kurt Richardson - There is nothing benign or mild about what these individuals are willing to resort to. Since passion is unbridled,
murder 27 is committed. In James 2:11 (ED: DO NOT COMMIT MURDER uses same Greek word phroneuo) James quoted the
prohibition of killing from the Decalogue, the Greek translation of which uses precisely this word. (27 phroneuo “murder,” “kill,” as
from the command, “You shall not kill” [Ex 20:15; cf. Mt 5:21; 19:18; Ro 13:9]. A great many interpreters wish to soften this
association with literal murder, but this reinterpretation does not fit the context.) (See James: An Exegetical and Theological

Exposition- Page 175

William Barclay - The craving for pleasure drives men to shameful deeds. It drives them to envy and to enmity; and even to murder.
Before a man can arrive at a deed there must be a certain driving emotion in his heart. He may restrain himself from the things that
the desire for pleasure incites him to do; but so tong as that desire is in his heart he is not safe. It may at any time explode into
ruinous action. The steps of the process are simple and terrible. A man allows himself to desire something. That thing begins to
dominate his thoughts; he finds himself involuntarily thinking about it in his waking hours and dreaming of it when he sleeps. It
begins to be what is aptly called a ruling passion. He begins to form imaginary schemes to obtain it; and these schemes may well
involve ways of eliminating those who stand in his way. For long enough all this may go on in his mind. Then one day the imaginings
may blaze into action; and he may find himself taking the terrible steps necessary to obtain his desire. Every crime in this world has
come from desire which was first only a feeling in the heart but which, being nourished long enough, came in the end to action.
(Daily Study Bible)

” o

Ropes on murder - @oveuete, “kill,” “murder.” No weaker sense is possible, and none is here necessary, for James is not describing
the condition of any special community, but is analysing the result of choosing pleasure instead of God. The final issue of the false
choice is flagrant crime. dovr} implies mBupica; mBupix is often unsatisfied; in such a case its outcome, if unrestrained, is to
cause the murder of the man who stands in its way. (International Critical Commentary)

FOLLOWING DO NOT
INTERPRET MURDER LITERALLY

Michael Andrus comments "l don't know if the killing mentioned here (verse 2: “you kill and covet”) is literal or figurative. Some
people can kill with their looks and kill with their words, and I'm inclined to think that is probably what is meant. But even literal
physical violence is not unknown in the history of the church. Some pastors could tell you about deacon meetings that ended in fist
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fights. Far more have ended with verbal violence or seething tempers—all due to frustrated desires." (Sermon)

Hiebert on murder - The failure to attain stirred a vicious reaction: ‘you kill.” Some modern translations seek to soften the startling
force of the term: “and so you are bent on murder’ (NEB); “so you are ready to kill (TEV). Some interpreters understand James to
mean literal murder. (R. W. Dale, The Epistle of James and Other Discourse, pp. 122—-23; Billy Simmons, A Functioning Faith, pp.
90-91.) Moo concludes, “It is simplest to take ‘murder’ straightforwardly and to regard it as that extreme to which frustrated
desire, if not checked, may lead.” (The Letter of James: An Introduction and Commentary - Page 141) But if James is
addressing Christians, such a literal meaning is difficult to accept. Lenski discounts the view with the remark “For such
murders the criminals would have been executed by the secular government.”28 Plummer proposed a semiliteral meaning for the
term with the suggestion that defrauding the poor was the equivalent of destroying him, and cited Deuteronomy 24:6 and
Ecclesiasticus 34:21-22 as support.29 But such a means of destroying an opponent would be available only to the rich (cf. 5:4). It
seems best to hold that James, like John (1 John 3:15), used the term figuratively; in Matthew 5:21-22, Jesus transferred the guilt
from the outward act to the inner spirit. “Hate is potential murder.”30 This is consistent with the figurative usage of “wars” and
“fightings” (ASV) in verse 1. The word “kill” is startling and was meant to startle; James sought to force his readers to realize the
depth of the evil in their bitter hatred toward others.

Donald Burdick - James says, “You eagerly desire something, but you don’t get it.” So strong is the desire that “you kill and covet.”
This last statement has aroused much discussion. First, it is difficult to believe that James’s readers, whom he elsewhere addresses
as Christians (Jas 2:1), were actually guilty of murder. Some, insisting that the word must be taken literally, say that James is not
referring to any specific occurrences but is indicating what happens when men desire pleasure rather than God (Ropes, p. 255).
This interpretation, however, does not do justice to the pointed accusation “You kill.” In the context of forceful words such as polemoi
(“wars”) and machai (“battles”), it seems better to take phoneuete (“you kill’) as hyperbole for hatred. This also resolves the problem
of seeming anticlimactic word order. To say “You hate and covet” is a much more natural order than to say “You murder and covet.”
Furthermore, Matthew 5:21-22 and 1 John 3:15 show that hatred is equal to murder. James repeats his assertion that, with all their
consuming desire and bitter antagonism, his readers were not able to obtain what they wanted. The reason was that they were
going after it in the wrong way. They did “not ask God” for it. They were lusting and fighting rather than praying. (See The

Expositor's Bible Commentary - Abridged Edition:- Page 19)

Steven Cole - Scholars differ over what James means when he accuses his readers of committing murder.Did he mean this
literally? Probably not. (ED: THAT IS NOT A STRONG STATEMENT!) It is more likely that James has in mind what Jesus taught in
the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:21-22), that if you are angry with your brother, you have murdered him in God’s sight. But we
should not miss the implication that murder usually begins with unchecked anger. Even though we may think, “| would never murder
anyone,” if you don’t deal with your sinful anger, it could lead there! You may think, “I would never physically abuse my wife or my
children.” Nice thought, and | hope you’re right. But if you continually erupt in anger toward them, it may happen! You must confront
the enemy within, because he does not want to stop short of destroying you and others through you. And, you cannot grow in your
Christian life and you will not bear fruit for God if you engage in unchecked anger and conflict at home or in the church. “The anger
of man does not achieve the righteousness of God” (James 1:20).

Bruce Barton - The craving described here becomes so strong that the people “kill and covet” (NIV) to obtain what they want. Are
people actually guilty of murdering others when they fulfill their desires? James’s expression begs a thoughtful answer. People are,
in fact, capable of killing in pursuit of desires or as a reaction to frustrated desires. Our shock over the leap from “wanting” to
“murdering” must be tempered by remembering how Jesus took the key words of the Ten Commandments and gave them
applications that strike very close to home. For Jesus, the commandment against murdering applied equally to verbal assassination
as to physical killing (see Matthew 5:21-22; see also 1 John 3:15). The word kill can be taken as a hyperbole for bitter hatred. But
desires, if not controlled, could lead to such extreme violence. Hardly a week goes by without some story in the news of a person
who, claiming to love another deeply, ends up murdering that person because the “love” was not returned in kind. (See James -

Page 92)

Albert Barnes on murder - The correct reading undoubtedly is, ye kill. This expression is probably to be taken in the sense of
having a murderous disposition, or to stering a brutal and murderous spirit. it is not exactly that they killed or committed murder
previous to ‘desiring to have,” but that they had such a covetous desire of the possessions of others as to produce a murderous and
bloody temper. The spirit of murder was at the bottom of the whole; or there was such a desire of the possessions of others as to
lead to the commission of this crime.

R C H Lenski on murder - We cannot assume that murders were literally committed. For such murders the criminals would have
been executed by the secular government. (BORROW._the interpretation of the epistle to the hebrews and the epistle of jameg

You murder - It is to be taken literally [ICC, TNTC, WBC]. It is possible that some of them were in the Zealot movement which
fought against the Roman rule [WBC].
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As Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount, one does not have to physically slay another person to be guilty of murdering them!

You have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMITMURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits
murder shall be liable to the court.” 22 “But | say to you that everyone who isangry with his brother shall be
guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, “You good-for-nothing,” shall be guilty before the
supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,” shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.(Mt 5:21-22+)

Commit murder (5407)(phroneuo from phonos = murder) means to kill unjustly, "to deprive a person of life by illegal, intentional
killing." (Louw-Nida) Reaffirmation of the sixth commandment prohibiting murder is found in Mt. 5:21+; Mt 19:18; Mk 10:19; Lk 18:20;
Ro 13:9; Jas. 2:11.

Phroneuo - 12x in 10v - commit murder(5), commits murder(1), murder(3), murdered(2), put to death(1). Matt.
5:21+; Matt. 19:18; Matt. 23:31; Matt. 23:35; Mk. 10:19; Lk. 18:20; Ro 13:9; Jas. 2:11; Jas. 4:2; Jas. 5:6

Gilbrant - The Septuagint uses this word commonly to translate the Hebrew ratsach which is used in the
commandment, “Thou shalt commit no murder” (Exodus 20:13; Deut 5:17, free translation). Though there are
10 Hebrew words (Old Testament) and 6 Greek (New Testament) words translated “kill” in the King James
Version, phoneud and its Hebrew counterpart clearly imply the taking of human life for intentional and personal
evil reasons. Such conduct is specifically forbidden by God and is certain to be judged with severity (Matthew
5:21; 19:18; 23:31,35; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; Romans 13:9; James 2:11; 5:6). (Complete Biblical Library
Greek-English Dictionary)

Phroneuo in Septuagint - Exod. 20:13; Exod. 21:13; Num. 35:6; Num. 35:12; Num. 35:19; Num. 35:21; Num.
35:25; Num. 35:26; Num. 35:27; Num. 35:28; Num. 35:30; Num. 35:31; Deut. 4:42; Deut. 5:17; Deut. 19:6;
Deut. 22:26; Jos. 10:28; Jos. 10:30; Jos. 10:32; Jos. 10:35; Jos. 21:13; Jos. 21:21; Jos. 21:27; Jos. 21:32;
Jos. 21:36; Jos. 21:38; Jdg. 16:2; Jdg. 20:4; Jdg. 20:5; 1 Ki. 20:40; 1 Ki. 21:19; 2 Chr. 25:3; Neh. 4:11; Neh.
6:10; Ps. 62:3; Ps. 94:6; Prov. 1:32; Prov. 7:26; Jer. 7:9; Lam. 2:20; Hos. 6:9;

You are envious and cannot obtain - As with lust, are envious is in the present tense describing one in a continual state of
"burning" or "boiling over" with envy (see word study below). | like the picture of the verb seethe which describes a person "filled
with intense but unexpressed anger" or "in an agitated or angry mental state, as if boiling." And so you burn with envy and anger
and are not able to obtain the gratification, contentment, and happiness that your fallen flesh desires.

You are envious (eagerly seek) (2206)(zeloo from zelos = zeal in turn from zeo = boil; source of our English word "zeal") properly,
to bubble over from getting so hot (boiling) and figuratively to burn with zeal (or intensity), to be fervent, to "boil" with envy, to be

jealous. It can be used commendably to refer to a striving for something or showing zeal. Zeloo is (an onomatopoeic word imitating
the sound of boiling water!) means to be deeply committed to something, with the implication of accompanying desire — 'to be
earnest, to set one's heart on, to be completely intent upon' Zeloo takes the notion of burning or boiling and applies it metaphorically
to burning or boiling emotions, stance, or will for earnest striving, for passionate zeal, or for burning envy. Zeloo in the bad sense
can be manifest in two forms, one in which the person sets their heart on something that belongs to someone else (That seems to
the main sense here in James 4:2) or a second form in which one has intense negative feelings over another’s achievements or
success.

[So] you fight and quarrel - Both verbs are in the the present tense describing this as this as an ongoing struggle. Clearly such a
life is an unsatisfying life! There can hardly be soul satisfaction when their is such hostility.

Don Anderson - All of these things are the work of Satan (IN CONCERT WITH OUR FALLEN FLESH). He wants to foster
dissension, antagonism, and misunderstanding, to wreck harmonious family and happy relationships. The work of the Spirit of Christ
is the very opposite. It is to reconcile, to harmonize, to enlighten, to cement happy relationships. Christians of all people should be
promoters of enlightenment, understanding and harmony, both among themselves and all the people. So James is hitting hard on
this old nature in us. And when it acts it's embarrassing and we must be doing battle daily with that nature.

Fight (3164)(machomai) means to war, quarrel, dispute fight or strive. This word describes a serious conflict, either physical
(especially military combat as with armed combatants who engage in a hand to hand struggle - cf literal use in Acts 7:26) or non-
physical, but clearly intensive and bitter. It was used of those of those who contend at law for property and privileges. Machomai in
secular Greek is used to describe a wind of such high intensity that it leveled everything in its path, much like a hurricane. The
servant of the Lord must not engage in a "war of words" and "blow away" those who block his path in one way or another.

Fight (4170)(polemeo from polemos = war) literally means to make or wage war (Rev 12:7; 13:4; 17:14) Figuratively polemeo
means to be in opposition to, be hostile invoking military imagery which depicts the hostile attitude of opponents in a literal war. And
s0 it means to be treated in a hostile manner and then to quarrel or wrangle with someone
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Polemeo - 7x in 6v - make war (1), quarrel (1), wage war (2), waged (1), wages war (1), waging (1).Jas. 4:2;
Rev. 2:16; Rev. 12:7; Rev. 13:4; Rev. 17:14; Rev. 19:11

Revelation 2:16+ ‘Therefore repent; or else | am coming to you quickly, and | willmake war against them
with the sword of My mouth.

Revelation 12:7+ And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. The
dragon and his angels waged war,

Revelation 13:4+ (Rev 13:3 "the whole earth was amazed") they worshiped the dragon because he gave
his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who is able to
wage war with him?”

Revelation 17:14+ (Second Coming) “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called
and chosen and faithful.”

Revelation 19:11+ (Second Coming) And | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who
sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages watr.

Warren Wiersbe comments on this use in James writing that this shows that "Thewars among us are caused by the wars within
us. We want to please ourselves, even if it hurts somebody else." (BorrowWith the Word page 826)

Spurgeon - The whole history of mankind shows the failure of evil lustings to obtain their object.

THE PROBLEM OF
PRAYERLESSNESS

You do not have because you do not ask- Amplified = "Yet you don't have what you want because you don't ask God for it."

Guzik on you do not ask - The reason these destructive desires exist among Christians is because they do not seek God for their
needs (you do not ask). James reminds us here of the great power of prayer, and why one may live unnecessarily as a spiritual
pauper, simply because they do not pray, or do not ask when they pray. We might state it as a virtual spiritual law: that God does not
give unless we ask. If we possess little of God and His Kingdom, almost certainly we have asked little. “Remember this text:
Jehovah says to his own Son, ‘Ask of me and | will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth
for thy possession.’ If the royal and divine Son of God cannot be exempted from the rule of asking that he may have, you and |
cannot expect the rule to be relaxed in our favor. Why should it be?” (Spurgeon). “If you may have everything by asking, and nothing
without asking, | beg you to see how absolutely vital prayer is, and | beseech you to abound in it. . . . Do you know, brothers, what
great things are to be had for the asking? Have you ever thought of it? Does it not stimulate you to pray fervently? All heaven lies
before the grasp of the asking man; all the promises of God are rich and inexhaustible, and their fulfillment is to be had by prayer.”

(Spurgeon) (James 4 Commentary)

Lehman Strauss - Here we are shown just why we "have not" real satisfaction of soul. There are two reasons given. First,
prayerlessness. "Ye ask not." We failed to make our desires a matter of prayer. Our heavenly Father gives liberally to those who
ask of Him (James 1:5, 6, James 1:17). "Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened" (Mt. 7:7, 8+).
Examine your prayer life, and | believe you will agree with God's Word that one reason we do not get things from God is that we do
not ask things of God. | said prayers for many years before | could lay claim to having received one thing as a direct answer to my
prayers. Not all prayer is petition, but certainly all who read the Scriptures know thatasking is an essential part of one's prayer life.
When we do not make our desires the subject of selfless, sincere, earnest prayer, we cannot hope to be satisfied. Indeed prayer is
the secret to peace and contentment. Paul adds to the message of James: "Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:6, 7+). The Christian who walks in unbroken prayer fellowship with
his Lord is content in whatsoever state he finds himself (Phil. 4:11+). Where Christians depend upon God, the restlessness and
discontent that generate strife are absent. Learn to trust your heavenly Father not only in spiritual matters that affect your
eternal well-being but for all temporal needs amidst the cares of this world. We can depend upon Him for the life to come

and for the present as well. (Borrow James, Your Brother: Studies in the Epistle of James - page 152)

Ask (154)(aiteo) means to ask for something or make petition (request, beg). It can mean to ask with a sense of urgency and
conveys the sense of pleading, begging, imploring.
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James used aiteo in James 1:5-6+ "But if any of you lacks wisdom,let him ask (present imperative - command to continually ask
see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to obey) of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to
him. But he must ask (present imperative - command to continually ask) in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like
the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.

THOUGHT - Strauss on "do not have... cannot obtain....do not have" - [f this verse tells us anything at all,
it thrice reminds us that the natural heart of man is never contented. The awful craving for the pleasures, the
privileges, and the preeminence in mundane things, fills us with jealousy and envy, which in turn produces an
unholy restlessness with inevitable confusion and strife. Satisfaction in the things of this world is like a mirage,
seemingly within our reach, but always eluding us, leaving us fretful and fighting like spoiled children. We all
have passed through these experiences and we admit that under the sun all is vanity and vexation of spirit. "Ye
lust... ye Kkill... ye fight... ye ask," and all to satisfy the lustings of the flesh which never can be satisfied. Our
Lord said: "Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again" (John 4:13). The natural heart is always
thirsting. If a man gets power, he craves more power. If he gets money, he wants more money. If he
enjoys a season of sinful pleasure, he seeks more of the same. And so it goes! When one's body,
mind, and spirit are not fully yielded to God, life becomes one vicious circle of seeking but never
satisfying. Oh, my reader, can't you see that the desire for the wrong things, prompted by wrong
motives at work in our members, wages ceaseless warfare against everything and everyone that stand
in the way of their gratification? (ED: AGAIN THINK OF MARRIAGES) And when we get what we thought
we wanted, we are left still empty, unsatisfied, and seeking! "Ye... cannot obtain." (Borrow James, Your
Brother: Studies in the Epistle of James - page 150)

Related Resources:

= Articles on prayer

Thomas Guthrie - If you find yourself loving any pleasure better than your prayers, any book better than the Bible, any house better
than the house of God, any table better than the Lord's Table, any persons better than Christ, any indulgence better than the hope of
heaven, take alarm.

THE ONGOING BATTLE IN EVERY BELIEVER'S HEART AND MIND - On October 31, 1999, a full airplane took off from JFK
International Airport, New York, on the routine flight to Cairo, Egypt. The final report of the National Transportation Safety Board
concluded that, a short time after take-off, the relief first officer waited for the pilot to leave the cockpit and then disengaged the
autopilot. He proceeded to move the throttle levers from their cruise power setting to idle, cutting the engines. Seconds later, the
airplane began to pitch nose-downward and descended into a freefall. In the final moments before impact, the horrified pilot dashed
back to his seat and battled the co-pilot for control of the plane. The pilot pulled back on his controls, desperate to bring the nose of
the plunging Boeing 767 up, while the suicidal first officer pushed his own controls forward to keep the jet in its lethal dive. The result
was a tragic crash of Egyptair Flight 990 into the Atlantic Ocean south of Nantucket, Massachusetts. It killed all 217 people
aboard. The battle in that airline is the battle that’s going in your heart and mind right now. So many times we have made peace with
it. We think we’re content with where we are. But spiritually, reality is here. We’re at war and we have an enemy inside the gates and
we must deal with that. The writer says: The battle in that airliner’s cockpit is a picture of the inner life of a Christian. Each day, we
choose either to hijack control of our lives—plunging ourselves into sin—or to remain locked in the direct of God’s will. That's why
WE ALL NEED TO BE in the Word EVERY morning so that we will go forth "locked into" the will of God which is found in the Word of
God. And you take it a day at a time and stack ‘em up because we don’t have a whole lot of them left.

CHURCH WARS - Weapons and strategies used in church fights and quarrels.

= Missiles = Attacking church members from long range.

= Guerrilla tactics = Ambushing the unsuspecting.

= Snipers = Well-aimed criticisms.

= Terrorism = No one is immune from being hurt.

= Mines = Ensuring that others will fail in their efforts to serve God.

= Espionage = Using friendships to get potentially damaging information about others.

= Propaganda = Using gossip to spread damaging information about others.

= Cold War = Freezing out an opponent by withdrawing or refusing to talk to him or her.

= Nuclear Attack = Being willing to sacrifice the church if the goals of my group are not met.
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James tells us the exact location of the manufacturing plants for all these weapons. The trouble is in ourselves. (Borrow Life
Application Bible Commentary — James)

James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.

Amplified - [Or] you do ask [God for them] and yet fail to receive, because you ask with wrong purpose and
evil, selfish motives. Your intention is [when you get what you desire] to spend it in sensual pleasures.

NET James 4:3 you ask and do not receive because you ask wrongly, so you can spend it on your passions.
GNT James 4:3 ate Te K& 0 AP veTte &I TI KoK G &k Te 00, va v TG dova G [ v OGOV OnTe.

NLT James 4:3 And even when you ask, you don't get it because your motives are all wrong-- you want only
what will give you pleasure.

KJV James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.
ESV James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.
ASV James 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may spend it in your pleasures.

CSB James 4:3 You ask and don't receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on
your evil desires.

NIV James 4:3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend
what you get on your pleasures.

NKJ James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.

NRS James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on
your pleasures.

YLT James 4:3 ye ask, and ye receive not, because evilly ye ask, that in your pleasures ye may spend it.
NAB James 4:3 You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.

NJB James 4:3 when you do pray and do not receive, it is because you prayed wrongly, wanting to indulge
your passions.

GWN James 4:3 When you pray for things, you don't get them because you want them for the wrong reason-
for your own pleasure.

BBE James 4:3 You make your request but you do not get it, because your request has been wrongly made,
desiring the thing only so that you may make use of it for your pleasure.

« and do not receive: Jas 1:6,7 Job 27:8-10 35:12 Ps 18:41 66:18,19 Pr 1:28 15:8 Pr 21:13,27 Isa 1:15,16 Jer 11:11,14 14:12
Mic 3:4 Zec 7:13 Mt 20:22 Mk 10:38 1Jn 3:22 5:14

= so that you may spend it: Lu 15:13,30 16:1,2

= on your pleasures Jas 4:1

= James 4 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

PRAYING WITH
WRONG MOTIVES

In this section James highlights three common problems in prayer - don't ask, ask for wrong things, ask for wrong reason.

You ask and do not receive because you ask with wrong motives - Amplified = "[Or] you do ask [God for them] and yet fail to
receive, because you ask with wrong purpose and evil, selfish motives." NLT = "And even when you ask, you don't get it because
your motives are all wrong." Ask s in the middle voice meaning "you ask for yourselves." In context James is describing selfish
prayers, self-centered requests. Little wonder such prayers go unanswered (or answered with a divine "no").

One trap we've all fallen into is to seek God's approval for something we have already planned to do. We just want His divine seal of
approval. Little wonder we do not receive!
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Don Anderson - What he’s saying in essence, God is not in the business of just filling your agenda as you come to Him with all your
requests. And selfish requests that are outside of the will of God are going to get a no. And what he’s saying here is that when you
pray selfishly, in the flesh rather than prompted by the Spirit so that you know the desires of God even before you make
requests....The big question comes, every time you pray do you say “Thy will be done” and you really mean it? Or are you saying
“My desires be satisfied”? That will tell you whether your prayer is going to get out of the rafters or not. If in fact you really want His
will and you're agonizing over knowing it, then it will be revealed. But if you are yielding to your passions and you're praying from the
flesh, then you've got to say “My desires be satisfied.” (Notes)

What is the answer for unanswered prayers. The answer is given by John and in short calls for praying in the will of God

This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will (HIS WILL IS
BEST DISCERNED IN HIS WORD - SO PRAYING HIS WORD IS ALWAYS "SAFE" AND EFFICACIOUS!
ALSO BE SURE TO Pray in the Spirit), He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we
know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. (1 John 5:14-154+)

Comment - A wise father or mother will not give a little child something harmful just because he begs for
it. When we pray for things which God knows will harm us, He purposely, out of love, withholds them. Why
not thank Him that He never permits His children to make Him chargeable for their own lustful pleasures?
We earthly parents are sometimes guilty of so injuring our children, but God never!...I am sure we shall be
eternally thankful in heaven for our unanswered prayers, but while we pass through this earthly
experience, let us not pervert the true Biblical practice of prayer by asking for those things that pander to
our fleshly desires. When a Christian learns the Biblical rules of prayer, he will not unwittingly abuse its
privileges nor belabor the ears of God. When we ask according to His will, we ask unselfishly in
moderation for His glory (cf 1 Cor 10:31). (Strauss)

Guzik - After dealing with the problem of no prayer, now James addressed the problem of selfish prayer. These ones, when they did
ask, they asked God with purely selfish motives. We must remember that the purpose of prayer is not to persuade a reluctant God
to do our bidding. The purpose of prayer is to align our will with His, and in partnership with Him, to ask Him to accomplish His will
on this earth (Matthew 6:10)....Destructive desires persist, even if we pray, because our prayers may be self-centered and self-
indulgent. (James 4 Commentary)

Peter H. Davids - This is not the trusting child asking for a meal, but the greedy child asking for the best piece or the spoiled child
demanding his or her own way.

Spurgeon on asking with wrong motives - When a man so prays he asks God to be his servant, and gratify his desires; nay,
worse than that, he wants God to join him in the service of his lusts. He will gratify his lusts, and God shall come and help him to do
it. Such prayer is blasphemous, but a large quantity of it is offered, and it must be one of the most God-provoking things that heaven
ever beholds.

Barton - Sometimes we actually do get just what we wanted, only to discover that we still do not have what we really needed—the
deep contentment that only comes when we are right with God. Trusted alone, our desires will only lead us to the things of this earth

and not to the things of God. (Borrow Life Application Bible Commentary — James)

So that (hina) introduces a purpose clause and always begs the question "What is the purpose?" Pause and ponder and give the
Spirit time to speak!

You may spend it on your pleasures (hedone) - The idea of spend in context is our English word "squander" which means to to
spend thoughtlessly, foolishly, extravagantly; to throw away or waste in a reckless manner. Clearly God does not not respond
positively to prayers that have one's own pleasures as as one's chief goal.

Spend (1159)(dapanao from dapane = expense, cost; BDAG says it is from dapto